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[57] ABSTRACT 

The present invention is a device for use by a person to 
orientate a camera in either a horizontal or vertical position 
While allowing the person to position the light source of a 
?ash unit above the lens of the camera. In one embodiment, 
the device comprises a base member having a camera 
support portion adapted to secure the camera. The device 
further comprises a ?rst handle member engaged With the 
base member and adapted to alloW the person to orientate the 
camera in either a horizontal position or a vertical position. 
The device further comprises a ?rst ?ash unit support 
member comprising a ?rst mounting portion adapted to 
removably secure the ?ash unit. The device further com 
prises a second ?ash unit support member comprising a 
second mounting portion adapted to removably secure the 
?ash unit. either location Without interference. Irrespective 
of Whether the person chooses to orientate the camera in 
either the horizontal position or the vertical position, the 
person can selectively position the ?ash unit on either the 
mounting portion of the ?rst ?ash unit support member or 
the mounting portion of the second ?ash unit support 
member so that the light source of the ?ash unit is disposed 
above the lens of the camera. Further, irrespective of 
Whether the person orientates the camera in either the 
horizontal position or the vertical position, the handle mem 
ber is alWays positioned adjacent to or beloW the lens of the 
camera as not to interfere With the operation of the ?ash unit. 

17 Claims, 16 Drawing Sheets 
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CAMERA AND FLASH UNIT POSITIONING 
DEVICE 

This Application is a continuation-in-part of application 
Ser. No. 08/976,729 ?led on Nov. 24, 1997, Which is a 
continuation of application Ser. No. 08/766,753 ?led on 
Dec. 13, 1996, noW both abandoned. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to photographic 
equipment. More particularly, the present invention relates 
to a device for supporting and positioning a camera and a 
?ash unit. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Professional photographic equipment generally consists 
of a camera and a ?ash unit. To enhance the quality of an 
image as Well as to provide a means by Which a photogra 
pher can hold and operate a camera and a ?ash unit simul 
taneously With ease, speed, and pro?ciency, a photographer 
Will typically mount the camera and ?ash unit to What is is 
knoWn in the photography industry as a ?ash unit bracket. 
There Would be no need for a ?ash unit bracket if it Were not 
for the need of a ?ash unit to operate simultaneously With the 
camera. The ?ash unit bracket is the means in Which a 
photographer can had hold and operate a given camera and 
?ash simultaneously in a portable fashion. A ?ash unit 
attached to a ?ash unit bracket synched With the camera 
provides the obvious light Whether it be as the only source 
or as a ?ll source. 

A given camera can take either horiZontal or vertical 
images by rotating the camera in the desired position. A 
camera that is securely ?Xed to a ?ash unit bracket can 
obtain the same results (i.e, horiZontal or vertical images) by 
simply rotating the bracket. Depending on the type of 
camera used Will determine Which Way the photographer 
Will rotate the bracket. For example, most cameras While 
held in a horiZontal position Will yield a negative or image 
that Would result in a horiZontal photograph. LikeWise, When 
a bracket is held in a vertical position a camera Will yield a 
negative or image that Would result in a vertical photograph. 
There are camera hoWever, that produce the opposite. A 
photographer Would have to be aWare of such cameras that 
take vertical images While held in a horiZontal position and 
that take horiZontal images While held in a vertical position. 
A variety of conventional brackets have been developed 

in an effort to provide a Working means for a camera an a 

?ash unit. One such device is disclosed in US. Pat. No. 
4,752,794 Which generally comprises a base portion adapted 
to support the camera and a support bracket attached to the 
base portion. The device further comprises an elongated arm 
hingedly connected to the support bracket and adapted to 
support a ?ash unit so that a person can take either a 

horiZontal or vertical photograph. HoWever, such devices 
have numerous draWbacks. By Way of example, such con 
ventional brackets are aWkWard, cumbersome, not sturdy, 
and the arm carrying the ?ash unit can move out of position 
during use thereby causing inconvenience and loss of time. 
Moreover, such devices require both the handle member and 
the ?ash unit to be disposed above the lens of the camera 
When the photographer orientates the camera to take a 
vertical photograph. The position of the handle member 
above the lens of the camera and moreover betWeen the lens 
of the camera and the ?ash unit makes it dif?cult for the 
photographer to Work With ease, speed and pro?ciency. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

The present invention is a device for use by a person to 
orientate a camera in either a horiZontal or vertical position 
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2 
While alloWing the person to alWays position the light source 
of a ?ash unit above the lens of the camera. In one 
embodiment, the device comprises a base member having a 
camera support portion adapted to secure the camera. The 
device further comprises a ?rst handle member engaged 
With the base member and adapted to alloW the person to 
orientate the camera in either a horiZontal position or a 
vertical position. The device further comprises a ?rst ?ash 
unit support member comprising a ?rst mounting portion 
adapted to removably secure the ?ash unit. The device 
further comprises a second ?ash unit support member com 
prising a second mounting portion adapted to removably 
secure the ?ash unit. Irrespective of Whether the person 
chooses to orientate the camera in either the horiZontal 
position or the vertical position, the person can selectively 
position the ?ash unit on either the ?rst mounting portion of 
the ?rst ?ash unit support member or the second mounting 
portion of the second ?ash unit support member so that the 
light source of the ?ash unit is disposed above the lens of the 
camera. Further, irrespective of Whether the person orien 
tates the camera in either the horiZontal position or the 
vertical position, the handle member is alWays positioned 
adjacent to or beloW the lens of the camera so as not to 
interfere With the operation of the ?ash unit. The device of 
the present invention alloWs the professional photographer 
to use the light source to its fullest potential in terms of its 
light coverage thereby creating more favorable lighting 
results and a more ?attering light upon the pattern, form or 
shape of the subject matter illuminated While reducing 
and/or eliminating a phenomenon commonly knoWn as 
called red-eye, hard shadoWs. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The folloWing detailed description of the present inven 
tion Will be more fully understood With reference to the 
accompanying draWings in Which: 

FIGS. 1—3 are perspective vieWs of a ?rst embodiment of 
the present invention; 

FIGS. 4—6 are perspective vieWs of a second embodiment 
of the present invention; 

FIGS. 7 and 8 are perspective vieWs of a third and fourth 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 9 and 10 are perspective vieWs of a ?fth and siXth 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 11 and 12 are perspective vieWs of a seventh and 
eight embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 13 is a perspective vieW of a ninth embodiment of 
the present invention. 

FIG. 14 is a perspective vieW of a tenth embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 15 is a perspective vieW of an eleventh embodiment 
of the present invention; and 

FIG. 16 is a perspective vieW of a tWelfth embodiment of 
the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to FIGS. 1—3, Wherein a ?rst embodiment of the 
camera and ?ash unit positioning device 10 is shoWn. The 
device 10 comprises a base member 18 having a ?rst end 
portion 20, a second end portion 22 and a camera mounting 
portion 24. The camera mounting portion 24 is adapted to 
alloW a person to removably secure a camera 12 to the base 
member 18. The camera 12 may take a variety of forms and 
designs and is generally de?ned by ?rst and second sides 26 
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and 28, a bottom side 30 and a lens 32. The camera mounting 
portion 24 may take a variety of conventional designs and 
utilize a variety of conventional fastening mechanisms. In 
the embodiment shoWn, the camera mounting portion 24 
uses a screW 34 Which connects into the bottom side 30 of 
the camera 12. The device 10 further comprises a vertical 
support member 36 having a ?rst end portion 38 and a 
second end portion 40. The device 10 further comprises a 
handle member 42 engaged With the vertical support mem 
ber 36. The handle member 42 is provided so a person may 
orientate the camera 12 in either a horiZontal position (FIG. 
2) or a vertical position (FIG. 3). 

The device 10 further comprises a ?rst ?ash unit support 
portion 44 engaged With the base member 18 through the 
vertical support member 36. The ?rst ?ash unit support 
member 44 is adapted to removably engage With and secure 
a variety of ?ash units 46 having a light source 47. The ?rst 
?ash unit support member 44 generally comprises a ?rst end 
portion 48, a mounting portion 50, and a second free end 
portion 52. The mounting portion 50 is provided to remov 
ably and securely engage the ?ash unit 46. In the embodi 
ment shoWn, the mounting portion 50 comprises a substan 
tially planar mounting surface 54 and a plurality of openings 
56 for engaging the ?ash unit 46 by conventional means. The 
mounting portion 50 may take a variety of different shapes 
and forms to thereby engage With different types of ?ash 
units 46. By Way of eXample only, such fastening means may 
comprise a quick-release adaptor 55 (FIG. 5) Which the 
person may slide over the second free end portion 52 and 
mounting surface 54 and snap into engagement With the 
openings 56. 

The device 10 further comprises a second ?ash unit 
support portion 58 engaged With the base member 18 
through the vertical support member 36. The second ?ash 
unit support member 58 is adapted to removably engage 
With and secure a variety of ?ash units 46 having a light 
source 47. The second ?ash unit support member 58 gen 
erally comprises a ?rst end portion 60, a mounting portion 
62, and a second free end portion 64. The mounting portion 
62 is provided to removably and securely engage the ?ash 
unit 46. In the embodiment shoWn, the mounting portion 62 
comprises a substantially planar mounting surface 66 and a 
plurality of openings 68 for engaging the ?ash unit 46 by 
conventional means. The mounting portion 62 may take a 
variety of different shapes and forms to thereby engage With 
different types of ?ash units 46. By Way of eXample only, 
such fastening means may comprise a quick-release adaptor 
55 (FIG. 5) Which the person may slide over the second free 
end portion 64 and mounting surface 66 and snap into 
engagement With the openings 68. The mounting surface 66 
of the second ?ash unit support member 58 and the mount 
ing surface 54 of said ?rst ?ash unit support member 44 are 
spaced a sufficient distance apart from each other to alloW 
the ?ash unit 46 to be easily mounted to either location 
Without interference. In the embodiment shoWn, the mount 
ing surface 66 of the second ?ash unit support member 58 
is substantially perpendicular to the mounting surface 54 of 
said ?rst ?ash unit support member 44. The mounting 
portion 50 is off-set from the mounting portion 62. 

Irrespective of Whether the person chooses to orientate the 
camera 12 in either the horiZontal position (FIG. 2) or the 
vertical position (FIG. 3), the person can selectively position 
the ?ash unit 46 on either the mounting portion 50 of the ?rst 
?ash unit support member 44 or the mounting portion 62 of 
the second ?ash unit support member 58 so that the light 
source 47 of the ?ash unit 46 is disposed above the lens 32 
of the camera 12. Further, irrespective of Whether the person 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

55 

60 

65 

4 
orientates the camera 12 in either the horiZontal position 
(FIG. 2) or the vertical position (FIG. 3), the handle member 
42 is alWays positioned adjacent to or beloW the lens 32 of 
the camera 12 so as not to interfere With the operation of the 
?ash unit 46. 

Referring to FIGS. 4—6, Wherein a second embodiment of 
the device 10 of the present invention is shoWn. The second 
embodiment of the device 10 is substantially similar to the 
previous embodiment. In the second embodiment the second 
?ash unit support member 58 eXtends further outWard from 
the vertical support member 36. HoWever, as in the case of 
the ?rst embodiment, irrespective of Whether the person 
chooses to orientate the camera 12 in either the horiZontal 
position or the vertical position, the person can selectively 
position the ?ash unit 46 on either the mounting portion 50 
of the ?rst ?ash unit support member 44 or the mounting 
portion 62 of the second ?ash unit support member 58 so 
that the light source 47 of the ?ash unit 46 is disposed above 
the lens 32 of the camera 12. Further, irrespective of Whether 
the person orientates the camera 12 in either the horiZontal 
position or the vertical position, the handle member 42 is 
alWays positioned adjacent to or beloW the lens 32 of the 
camera 12 so not to interfere With the operation of the ?ash 
unit 46. 

Referring to FIG. 7, Wherein a third embodiment of the 
device 10 is shoWn. The third embodiment of the device 10 
is substantially similar to the previous embodiments. In the 
third embodiment, the ?rst end portion 60 of the second ?ash 
unit support member 58 is engaged With the ?rst end portion 
20 of the base member 18 and the second free end portion 
64 is facing upWard. Further, the mounting portion 50 is 
aligned With and substantially perpendicular to the mounting 
portion 62. HoWever, as in the case of the previous 
embodiments, irrespective of Whether the person chooses to 
orientate the camera 12 in either the horiZontal position or 
the vertical position, the person can selectively position the 
?ash unit 46 on either the mounting portion 50 of the ?rst 
?ash unit support member 44 or the mounting portion 62 of 
the second ?ash unit support member 58 so that the light 
source 47 of the ?ash unit 46 is disposed above the lens 32 
of the camera 12. Further, irrespective of Whether the person 
orientates the camera 12 in either the horiZontal position or 
the vertical position, the handle member 42 is alWays 
positioned adjacent to or beloW the lens 32 of the camera 12 
so not to interfere With the operation of the ?ash unit 46. 

Referring to FIG. 8, Wherein a fourth embodiment of the 
device 10 is shoWn. The fourth embodiment of the device 10 
is substantially similar to the previous embodiments. In the 
fourth embodiment, the ?rst end portion 60 of the second 
?ash unit support member 58 is engaged With the ?rst end 
portion 20 of the base member 18 and the second free end 
portion 64 is facing doWnWard. HoWever, as in the case of 
the previous embodiments, irrespective of Whether the per 
son chooses to orientate the camera 12 in either the hori 
Zontal position or the vertical position, the person can 
selectively position the ?ash unit 46 on either the mounting 
portion 50 of the ?rst ?ash unit support member 44 or the 
mounting portion 62 of the second ?ash unit support mem 
ber 58 so that the light source 47 of the ?ash unit 46 is 
disposed above the lens 32 of the camera 12. Further, 
irrespective of Whether the person orientates the camera 12 
in either the horiZontal position or the vertical position, the 
handle member 42 is alWays positioned adjacent to or beloW 
the lens 32 of the camera 12 so not to interfere With the 
operation of the ?ash unit 46. 

Referring to FIG. 9, Wherein a ?fth embodiment of the 
device 10 is shoWn. The ?fth embodiment of the device 10 
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is substantially similar to the previous embodiments. In the 
?fth embodiment, the second end portion 48 of the ?rst ?ash 
unit support member 44 is engaged directly to the second 
end portion 22 of the base member 18 While the ?rst end 
portion 60 of the second ?ash unit support member 58 is 
engaged With the ?rst end portion 20 of the base member 18. 
The handle member 42 is shoWn in the shape of a knob and 
is engaged With the second end portion 22 of the base 
member 18. HoWever, as in the case of the previous 
embodiments, irrespective of Whether the person chooses to 
orientate the camera 12 in either the horiZontal position or 
the vertical position, the person can selectively position the 
?ash unit 46 on either the mounting portion 50 of the ?rst 
?ash unit support member 44 or the mounting portion 62 of 
the second ?ash unit support member 58 so that the light 
source 47 of the ?ash unit 46 is disposed above the lens 32 
of the camera 12. Further, irrespective of Whether the person 
orientates the camera 12 in either the horiZontal position or 
the vertical position, the handle member 42 is alWays 
positioned adjacent to or beloW the lens 32 of the camera 12 
so not to interfere With the operation of the ?ash unit 46. 

Referring to FIG. 10, Wherein a siXth embodiment of the 
device 10 is shoWn. The siXth embodiment of the device 10 
is substantially similar to the previous embodiments. In the 
siXth embodiment, the ?rst end portion 52 of the ?rst ?ash 
unit support member 44 and the ?rst end portion 60 of the 
second ?ash unit support member 58 are engaged With the 
?rst end portion 48 of the base member 18. The handle 
member 42 is shoWn in the shape of a stem and is engaged 
With the bottom side of the base member 18. Further, a 
second handle member 74 in the shape of a knob is provided 
to assist the person in supporting and orientating the camera 
12 to either the horiZontal or vertical position. HoWever, as 
in the case of the previous embodiments, irrespective of 
Whether the person chooses to orientate the camera 12 in 
either the horiZontal position or the vertical position, the 
person can selectively position the ?ash unit 46 on either the 
mounting portion 50 of the ?rst ?ash unit support member 
44 or the mounting portion 62 of the second ?ash unit 
support member 58 so that the light source 47 of the ?ash 
unit 46 is disposed above the lens 32 of the camera 12. 
Further, irrespective of Whether the person orientates the 
camera 12 in either the horiZontal position or the vertical 
position, the handle member 42 is alWays positioned adja 
cent to or beloW the lens 32 of the camera 12 so not to 
interfere With the operation of the ?ash unit 46. 

Referring to FIG. 11, Wherein a seventh embodiment of 
the device 10 is shoWn. The seventh embodiment of the 
device 10 is substantially similar to the previous embodi 
ments. In the seventh embodiment, the ?rst end portion 48 
of the ?rst ?ash unit support member 44 and the ?rst end 
portion 60 of the second ?ash unit support member 58 are 
engaged directly to the second end portion 40 of the vertical 
support member 36. The mounting portion 50 and the 
mounting portion 62 are in alignment and are aligned and 
substantially perpendicular to each other. The free end 
portion 64 of the second ?ash unit support member faces 
doWnWard. Further, a second handle member 74 in the shape 
of a knob is provided to further assist the person in sup 
porting and orientating the camera 12 to either the horiZontal 
or vertical position. HoWever, as in the case of the previous 
embodiments, irrespective of Whether the person chooses to 
orientate the camera 12 in either the horiZontal position or 
the vertical position, the person can selectively position the 
?ash unit 46 on either the mounting portion 50 of the ?rst 
?ash unit support member 44 or the mounting portion 62 of 
the second ?ash unit support member 58 so that the light 
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6 
source 47 of the ?ash unit 46 is disposed above the lens 32 
of the camera 12. Further, irrespective of Whether the person 
orientates the camera 12 in either the horiZontal position or 
the vertical position, the handle member 42 is alWays 
positioned adjacent to or beloW the lens 32 of the camera 12 
so not to interfere With the operation of the ?ash unit 46. 

Referring to FIG. 12, Wherein an eighth embodiment of 
the device 10 is shoWn. The eighth embodiment of the 
device 10 is substantially similar to the previous embodi 
ments. In the eight embodiment, the ?rst end portion 48 of 
the ?rst ?ash unit support member 44 and the ?rst end 
portion 60 of the second ?ash unit support member 58 are 
both engaged With the second end portion 40 of the vertical 
support member 36 but eXtend outWard from opposite 
directions from the second end portion 40. The second free 
end 64 of the second ?ash unit support member 58 faces 
upWard. The handle member 42 is shoWn in the shape of a 
stem and is engaged With the bottom side of the base 
member 18. Further, a second handle member 74 is provided 
to assist the person in supporting and orientating the camera 
12 to either the horiZontal or vertical position. HoWever, as 
in the case of the previous embodiments, irrespective of 
Whether the person chooses to orientate the camera 12 in 
either the horiZontal position or the vertical position, the 
person can selectively position the ?ash unit 46 on either the 
mounting portion 50 of the ?rst ?ash unit support member 
44 or the mounting portion 62 of the second ?ash unit 
support member 58 so that the light source 47 of the ?ash 
unit 46 is disposed above the lens 32 of the camera 12. 
Further, irrespective of Whether the person orientates the 
camera 12 in either the horiZontal position or the vertical 
position, the handle member 42 is alWays positioned adja 
cent to or beloW the lens 32 of the camera 12 so not to 
interfere With the operation of the ?ash unit 46. 

Referring to FIG. 13 Wherein a ninth embodiment of the 
present invention is shoWn. The ninth embodiment of the 
device 10 is substantially similar to the previous embodi 
ments. In the ninth embodiment, the second end portion 40 
of the vertical support member 36 is eXtended inWard from 
the previous embodiments and the ?rst end portion 48 of the 
?rst ?ash unit support member 44 and the ?rst end portion 
60 of the second ?ash unit support member 58 are engaged 
With the second end portion 40 of the vertical support 
member 36. HoWever, as in the case of the previous 
embodiments, irrespective of Whether the person chooses to 
orientate the camera 12 in either the horiZontal position or 
the vertical position, the person can selectively position the 
?ash unit 46 on either the mounting portion 50 of the ?rst 
?ash unit support member 44 or the mounting portion 62 of 
the second ?ash unit support member 58 so that the light 
source 47 of the ?ash unit 46 is disposed above the lens 32 
of the camera 12. Further, irrespective of Whether the person 
orientates the camera 12 in either the horiZontal position or 
the vertical position, the handle member 42 is alWays 
positioned adjacent to or beloW the lens 32 of the camera 12 
so not to interfere With the operation of the ?ash unit 46. 

Referring to FIG. 14 Wherein a tenth embodiment of the 
present invention is shoWn. In the tenth embodiment, the 
?rst end portion 48 of the ?rst ?ash unit support member 44 
and ?rst end portion 60 of the second ?ash unit support 
member 58 are both engaged With the second end portion 40 
of the vertical support member 36 but eXtend outWard in 
opposite directions from the second end portion 40. Further, 
the mounting portion 50 of the ?rst ?ash unit support 
member 44 is substantially aligned and parallel With the 
mounting portion 62 of the second ?ash unit support mem 
ber 58. HoWever, as in the case of the previous 






